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N e w s l e t t e r
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 4

I t  w a s  D e c e m b e r  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  w a s
e n g u l f e d  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I I .  A l l  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  f o r
l o v e d  o n e s  o n  d i s t a n t  s h o r e s ,  a n d  c o n c e r n s  a t
h o m e  w e r e  c o m p o u n d e d  b y  m o n e y  a n d  f o o d
s h o r t a g e s .  

W i t h  f a m i l y  r e s o u r c e s  c a r e f u l l y  g u a r d e d ,  i t  w a s
a s t o u n d i n g  t o  m y  f a t h e r ,  H a r o l d  H i l l a m ,  t h e n  a
n i n e  y e a r  o l d  b o y ,  t o  r e c e i v e  a  m i r a c u l o u s
C h r i s t m a s  g i f t :  a  t r a i n  s e t .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a n y  o l d
t r a i n .  T h i s  t r a i n  m o v e d  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k s  a l l  b y
i t s e l f .  N o  p u s h i n g  r e q u i r e d .  I t  s e e m e d  i m p o s s i b l e
f o r  s u c h  a  m a r v e l o u s  g i f t  t o  b e  a  r e a l i t y .  O h ,
h o w  H a r o l d  t r e a s u r e d  t h a t  t r a i n .  

A  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a s  C h r i s t m a s  a p p r o a c h e d ,  t h e
w o r l d  w a s  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  w a r .  Y e t  e c o n o m i c
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  l i t t l e  S t .  A n t h o n y ,  I d a h o ,  h a d  n o t
i m p r o v e d .  A n d  f o r  m y  f a t h e r ' s  f a m i l y ,  t h e y  h a d
a c t u a l l y  w o r s e n e d .  H a r o l d ' s  f a t h e r  h a d  b e e n
g r a v e l y  i l l ,  a l m o s t  l o s i n g  h i s  l i f e .  T h e r e  w o u l d  b e
n o  g i f t s  f o r  a n y o n e  t h a t  C h r i s t m a s ,  i n c l u d i n g
H a r o l d  a n d  h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  A r n o l d .  

A  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  H a r o l d ’ s  f a t h e r
c a m e  t o  h i m  a n d  q u i e t l y  a s k e d ,  “ H a r o l d ,  w o u l d
y o u ,  w o u l d  y o u  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  y o u r  t r a i n  t o
A r n o l d  s o  h e  c a n  h a v e  a  C h r i s t m a s  p r e s e n t  t h i s
y e a r ? ”  H a d  h e  h e a r d  h i s  f a t h e r  c o r r e c t l y ?  H i s
t r e a s u r e d  t r a i n ?  T h i s  w a s  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a l l
r e q u e s t s .  

C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g  a r r i v e d ,  a n d  A r n o l d  s q u e a l e d
w i t h  d e l i g h t  a s  h e  r e c e i v e d  a  t r a i n  j u s t  l i k e
H a r o l d ' s .  A r n o l d  s o o n  n o t i c e d  t h a t  H a r o l d  d i d n ' t
p l a y  w i t h  h i s  t r a i n  a n y m o r e .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  A r n o l d
r e a l i z e d  h i s  t r e a s u r e d  g i f t  w a s  n o t  j u s t  l i k e
H a r o l d ' s  t r a i n .  I t  w a s  H a r o l d ' s  t r a i n .  W h e n
A r n o l d  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e h i n d  t h e
g i f t ,  t h a t  t r a i n  b e c a m e  p r i c e l e s s .  ( S t o r y  t o l d  b y
P r e s i d e n t  B o n n i e  H .  C o r d o n ,  2 0 2 2  F i r s t
P r e s i d e n c y  D e v o t i o n a l . )  

T h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  g i f t  g i v i n g  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p o i n t
u s  t o  t h e  s t o r y  o f  o u r  S a v i o r ’ s  b i r t h .  W e  h a v e
r e a d  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  w i s e  m e n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r
g i f t s  t o  J e s u s  o f  g o l d ,  f r a n k i n c e n s e ,  a n d  m y r r h .
M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  w e  r e m e m b e r  d u r i n g  t h i s
s e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g i f t  o f  a l l  f r o m  o u r
H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r  i s  H i s  g i f t  t o  u s  o f  H i s  O n l y
B e g o t t e n  S o n ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e  S a v i o r  a n d
R e d e e m e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d !  W e  r e j o i c e  i n
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  H i s  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  a m o n g  t h e
c h i l d r e n  o f  m e n ,  a n d  w e  f e e l  i m m e n s e  g r a t i t u d e
t h a t  H i s  l o v e  a n d  l i g h t  s h i n e  d o w n  o n  u s !  

T h i s  s e a s o n  w e  i n v i t e  a l l  s t a k e  m e m b e r s  t o  r e f l e c t
o n  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e n  j o i n  i n
t h e  e f f o r t  t o  s h a r e  H i s  l i g h t  w i t h  t h o s e  a r o u n d
u s .  T h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d o  s o  a r e  m a n y .  T h e
G i v i n g  M a c h i n e s  a r e  a  f u n  w a y  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  i n
n e e d .  P r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  w a y  t o  f e e l ,
a n d  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  f e e l ,  t h e  l o v e  o f  o u r  S a v i o r .
S p e n d i n g  q u a l i t y  t i m e  w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y
w i l l  i n c r e a s e  o u r  j o y .

W e  p r a y  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  f e e l
o u r  S a v i o r ’ s  i n f i n i t e  l o v e  f o r  y o u ,  a n d  t h a t  H i s
g r e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g s  w i l l  a t t e n d  y o u .  

O m a h a  N e b r a s k a  S t a k e  P r e s i d e n c y  
P a u l  D .  M c A l l i s t e r  
B a r r y  W .  W e b b e r  
D a n n y  C .  L e a v i t t

A  M E S S A G E  F R OM  TH E  STAK E  P R E S I D E N C Y



December
S u n d a y mo n d a y t u e s d a y w e d n e s d a y t h u r s d a y f r i d a y s a t u r d a y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4

1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9 2 0 2 1

2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 26 2 7 2 8

29 30 3 1
G i v i n g  M a c h i n e s  @  w e s t r o a d s  m a l l

F i r s t
p r e s i d e n c y
d e v o t i o n a l
7  p m  o n l i n e

S t a k e
C h r i s t m a s

p r o g r a m
6 - 7  P M

S t a k e  c e n t e r

G i f t s  o f
P i o n e e r

d i s c i p l e s
m o r m o n  T r a i l

C e n t e r
2 - 5 p m

o n s  S t a k e  
 y o u t h

a c t i v i t y
( 1 4 + )  S e e

P a g e  5

W E e k l y  M i s s i o n  a n d  T e m p l e
P r e p a r a t i o n  C l a s s e s  f o r  Y o u t h

S t a k e  C e n t e r
4 p m

S t a k e
P r i e s t h o o d

M e e t i n g
4 - 5  P M

S t a k e  c e n t e r

2
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G I V I N G  M A C H I N E S
D e c e m b e r  2 0  -  3 1  @  W e s t r o a d s  M a l l  

L O W E R  L E V E L  N E A R  V A N  M A U R  I N  T H E  F O R M E R  P A N E R A  B R E A D  S P A C E

Want to be in the loop about the 
giving machines?

Join the Ambassador email list! The latest news

and updates on events will come through the

Ambassador email list. We have some great
things coming with Creighton University and
their basketball team, and when we have final
details, this email list will be the first to know.
Please sign up here to get on this list.

https://givingmachineomaha.org/ambassador-

program/

Email Brooke Perkes at
bperkes@comm.churchofjesuschrist.org to
request posters to display at your business or
workplace. 

Want a poster to display 
at your workplace?

GIVING Machine Events

December 20
2-4 pm Cookie Decorating
Evening: Ornament Making

December 21
Morning: Storytime

December 22
Morning: Storytime
Evening: Games & Popcorn Bar

December 23
Morning: Storytime

December 24
Evening: The Night Before Christmas
with a hot chocolate bar & candy canes

December 25: MALL CLOSED

December 26
Morning: Storytime
Evening: Be a Hero event (Dress up like
a superhero)

December 27
Morning: Storytime
Evening: BYU Alumni Night

December 28
Morning: Storytime
Evening: Creighton Basketball Night

December 29
Morning: Storytime
Evening: Games & Popcorn Bar

December 30
Morning: Storytime

December 31
Morning: Storytime
Afternoon: ONS Stake Musical
Performances 

We are looking for individuals, families, or
friends who are willing to share a musical or
dance performance near the Giving Machines on
December 31st between 4 pm and 5:30 pm .
Performances should last approximately 10 to 15
minutes, and performers must bring all
necessary materials (instruments, music, etc.).  If
you are interested, please contact Nancy
Checketts to schedule your time slot!

Looking for musicians &

Performers willing to share their

talents at the giving machines

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/givingmachineomaha.org/ambassador-program/__;!!Oz_3W2l6Vjs!8-aq-w6Vl0LjEcukLfl7a8cojmXPeNVwyTlxcUa4EdHaV7A5xTYzvmHWHGIf6u6qcBKl-kaxOyFPnI9dVfmmvCkCDkdFDwWhPGEnaw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/givingmachineomaha.org/ambassador-program/__;!!Oz_3W2l6Vjs!8-aq-w6Vl0LjEcukLfl7a8cojmXPeNVwyTlxcUa4EdHaV7A5xTYzvmHWHGIf6u6qcBKl-kaxOyFPnI9dVfmmvCkCDkdFDwWhPGEnaw$
mailto:bperkes@comm.churchofjesuschrist.org
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Y o u t h  C a m p s  * S u m m e r  2 0 2 5 *

Oma h a  S t a k e  Y o u t h  A c t i v i t y  f o r  A g e s  1 4+

S a t u r d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  2 8 t h

5 : 0 0 - 7 : 0 0  p m  @  O m a h a  S t a k e  C e n t e r

S e r v i c e  P r o j e c t

B r e a k f a s t  f o r  D i n n e r

G i f t  E x c h a n g e  

N e w  o r  L o v e d  ( s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e )  i t e m  u n d e r  $ 1 0

O m a h a  S t a k e  Y o u t h  A c t i v i t y  

f o r  A l l  Y o u t h

W o r l d  W i d e  E v e n t  f o r  Y o u t h

S a t u r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 5 t h

3 : 0 0 - 5 : 0 0 p m

O m a h a  S t a k e  C e n t e r

F o r  t h e  S t r e n g t h  o f  Y o u t h  ( F S Y )  S u m m e r  2 0 2 5  

( F o r  Y o u t h  t u r n i n g  1 4 + )

1 s t  S e s s i o n :  L i n c o l n  J u n e  1 6 - 2 1

2 n d  S e s s i o n :  L i n c o l n  J u n e  2 3 - 2 8

P r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  b e g i n s  O c t o b e r  2 2  -  J a n u a r y

1 4

S t a k e  Y M  S u m m e r  C a m p  2 0 2 5

M a y  2 8  -  3 1  a t  C a m p  E a g l e

S t a k e  Y W  S u m m e r  C a m p  2 0 2 5

J u n e  3  -  7 ,  2 0 2 5

J u n e  3  Y C L ’ s  o n l y

J u n e  4  -  7  A l l  Y W 5
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Look ing ahead : Call for art ists

Those interested
in submitting
work for the
Easter Art Show
can learn more by
clicking here. This
year’s art show
theme is We Shall
See Him as He Is. 

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o u r  s t a k e ’ s  c u l t u r a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  n i g h t

w i t h  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  I m m i g r a n t  a n d  R e f u g e e  A d v a n c e m e n t  ( C I R A ) !  W e

e n j o y e d  w o n d e r f u l  f o o d  s a m p l e s  b y  H o u s e  o f  B a h  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  p e r f o r m a n c e s

b y  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  s u p p o r t i n g  C I R A  t h i s

C h r i s t m a s  a t  t h e  G i v i n g  M a c h i n e s  a s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t a s k e d  w i t h  w e l c o m i n g

a n d  r e - h o m i n g  o v e r  3 0 0  r e f u g e e s  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t h i s  s e a s o n !

https://www.easterart.org/
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A s  w e  e n t e r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  w e  h a v e

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t a r t  o r  r e t u r n  t o  a

t r a d i t i o n  o f  L i g h t i n g  t h e  W o r l d  i n  s p e c i a l  w a y s

d u r i n g  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n .  A s  w e  c o n s i d e r

h o w  w e  m i g h t  l e t  o u r  l i g h t s  s h i n e ,  I  i n v i t e  y o u

t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e s e  i n v i t a t i o n s  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t

R u s s e l l  M .  N e l s o n :  

“ M a k e  a  w e e k l y  s a c r i f i c e  o f  t i m e  t o  t h e

L o r d . ”  ( H o p e  o f  I s r a e l ,  J u n e  2 0 1 8 )  

“ S p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  a n d  i n

f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  w o r k . ”  ( C h o i c e s  f o r  E t e r n i t y ,

M a y  2 0 2 2 )

“ F o c u s  o n  t h e  t e m p l e  i n  w a y s  y o u  n e v e r

h a v e  b e f o r e . ”  ( F o c u s  o n  t h e  T e m p l e ,

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2 )  

O n  t h e  L i g h t  t h e  W o r l d  s i t e ,  t h e r e  a r e

n u m e r o u s  i d e a s  –  s m a l l  a n d  s i m p l e  t h i n g s  –  f o r

s h a r i n g  l i g h t .  Y o u  m a y  p r e f e r  t o  u s e  a  l i s t ,  a

c a l e n d a r ,  o r  u s e  t h e  o n l i n e  K i n d n e s s

R a n d o m i z e r  t o  g e n e r a t e  i d e a s .  H o w e v e r  y o u

c h o o s e  t o  e n g a g e  i n  l i g h t i n g  t h e  w o r l d ,  I  i n v i t e

y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  w a y s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  s t r e n g t h e n

f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  s h a r e  y o u r  l o v e  a n d  

H i s  l i g h t  t h r o u g h  t e m p l e  a n d  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y

w o r k .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  i d e a s ,  w i t h

s o m e  p a r e n t h e t i c a l  n o t e s  o n  f a m i l y

a p p l i c a t i o n :

T e l l  a  l o v e d  o n e  t h e y  m a t t e r  t o  y o u .  

L e a r n  t o  s a y  “ M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s ”  i n  a  n e w

l a n g u a g e . ( L e a r n  t o  s a y  “ M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s ”

i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  y o u r  a n c e s t o r s . )

T e x t  a  p h o t o  o f  a  f o n d  m e m o r y  t o  a  f a m i l y

m e m b e r .

L e a r n  h o w  a n o t h e r  c u l t u r e  c e l e b r a t e s

C h r i s t m a s .  ( L e a r n  o f  a n d  s h a r e  y o u r

a n c e s t r a l  c u l t u r e  w i t h  f a m i l y . )

H e l p  s o m e o n e  r e s e a r c h  t h e i r  f a m i l y

g e n e a l o g y .  

T a k e  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  o r  a  f a m i l y  n a m e  t o

t h e  t e m p l e .  

A s  w e  g o  t o  t h e  t e m p l e  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  w i t h  j o y ,

w i t h  g r a t i t u d e ,  a n d  w i t h  r e v e r e n c e ,  w e  m a y  –

a s  t h e  w i s e  m e n  o f  o l d  –  “ c o m e  i n t o  t h e

h o u s e … a n d  [ w o r s h i p ]  h i m ”  ( M a t t h e w  2 : 1 1 ) .  

                                          -  C r e i g h t o n  O m e r  

Monthly message

Open every Tuesday  noon-2pm and 7pm-9pm, 
or by special appointment 

(402) 252-5131
Stake Center 

Get free help from a Familysearch consultant, 
or bring a friend! 

Family Search Center Hours

Temple Recommend Stake Interviews

David Robles 
(801) 971-5194 

Old Mill, Pacific Ridges, Eagle Run & YSA Wards

Matthew Nielsen 
(719) 464 - 8456

Bennington, Blair, Columbus, Elkhorn 
& Fremont Wards

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/broadcasts/worldwide-devotional-for-young-adults/2018/06/hope-of-israel?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/broadcasts/worldwide-devotional-for-young-adults/2022/05/12nelson?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2022/10/58nelson?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/comeuntochrist/light-the-world


JustServe.org 
Check out these service options and others at JustServe.org. Click on the links below to sign up today!

Congrats to Matt & Andrew Decker!

ONS members Matt & Andrew Decker
were received the Ollie Webb’s
Volunteers of the Year award. They
shared their love for music as they DJ’d
Ollie Webb’s dances.
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missionary serving in
 Our Community

Elder Hopkins plays the piano for the

residents at Elkhorn LIfecare Center.

Salvation Army: Winter
Night Watch Meal Delivery

SA Christmas: Tree
Sorting for angel Tree

Ladies let’s talk english
conversation sessions for

immigrant and refugee women

Servers are needed to serve meals from

The Salvation Army mobile canteen (TSA

truck) on route that will distribute food

to our neighbors in need. Click HERE for

more information.

Join in spreading holiday cheer by

volunteering at our Christmas Toy Shop!

We need volunteers to help sort and

inventory gifts being purchased and

donated to The Salvation Army’s annual

Toyland. For volunteers ages 16+. Click

HERE for more information.

Support immigrant and refugee women by

joining our online conversation sessions.

Click HERE for more information.

https://www.justserve.org/projects/948b3334-a31d-48ba-a1be-e099857ed88e/salvation-army---winter-night-watch-meal-delivery?shiftId=e4345bf3-bea8-4c28-8be1-2f8f04d251d2
https://www.justserve.org/projects/65812204-69e0-4a83-8ec0-73f1d81ac3f4/sa-christmas---toy-sorting-for-angel-tree?shiftId=a123c5af-4725-4012-bf5b-f153dba390fc
https://www.justserve.org/projects/6cc94ae2-5c43-400f-a88d-537291671841/ladies-let's-talk-english-conversation-sessions-for-immigrant-and-refugee-women?noInitialShift=true&shiftId=8c989aa2-575a-4d36-976c-266af4cfc2eb

